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7 PROJECT OVERVIEW 


SKILL LEVEL: Beginner 


The straight stitch is probably the first embroidery stitch you should learn. Use it 
to create a straight, long stitch individually or in groups to form patterns. This 
popular surface embroidery stitch can be stitched on any embroidery fabric, 
including plain weave. 


Using straight stitches a 
flowers or geometric de 
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For some projects, embroidered clothing and household linens, you will want to 
be careful that the stitches aren't too long, as they may get snagged. A snagged 
stitch will result in puckerine cince the nrevinne and nevt ctitch are pulled 


towards it. For long stra id. 
Notes 
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Practice on a small squ: - choice, using needles 


of type and size approp 


What You'll Need 
Equipment / ‘Tor 


= Embroidery hoop sized for practice cloth 


= Embroidery needle, size between Тапа 5 
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Materials 
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= Small square of cotton fabric for practicing 


= Six-strand embroidery floss 


Instructions 


Straight stitch is made with one up and one down motion of the needle, 
regardless of your preferred stitching method. Each stitch is always separated 
from the next, whether scattered in a design or grouped in a pattern. 


Ol Getting Ready 


If you are still learning to stitch, ga,ahead and mark your fabric with a few 
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02 Working Straight Stitch 


To begin, bring the needle up from the back of the fabric to the front at the 
end point of one of your short lines. 

= ‘Take the needle down at the opposite end of the stitch line. 

= Bring the needle up at the closest next stitch. 

= ‘Take the needle down at the opposite end of the stitch line. 


Continue stitching in the same manner, bringing the needle up and taking it 
down at the end of the stitch line. 


Tip 
Working several straight stitches parallel to each other can cause the fabric to 
pull. Avoid this by stabilizing your material before stitching. 
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03 Combinations 


Straight stitch is so simple to do, it almost seems unnecessary to give 
directions. But this stitch is a building block for your embroidery as you 
work patterns in a variety of styles. 


Straight stitches worked in different lengths can become so many different 
things, from a star or flower to a grouping that spreads from a horizontal 
plane, sometimes called point russe stitch. 


Examples and Ideas for Use 


Straight stitch is useful for stitching fur on animal motifs and can be scattered to 
create a fill. This member of the straight stitch family is called seed stitch. Keep 
the stitches all going in the general direction that the hairs of the fur would be 
growing on an animal, altering the angle of the stitches slightly for visual interest. 


j 


A 
\®// 


o Оо сласы о е O 7 07" o d 


comes alive in landscapes, animal portraits, and other whimsical designs. Try it 
yourself by working it all around a pattern that outlined with backstitch. 


With ribbon embroidery, a single straight stitch can be quite bold, depending on 
the ribbon you are using. It makes excellent flower buds, lavender, and bits of 
foliage. Try using straight stitch in new ways as you work your favorite 
embroidery patterns. You may find that it adds the texture and dimension that 


you need. 
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